[Cancer of the endometrium: analysis of the comparative results and causes of failure in radiosurgical treatment and physical agents alone. 215 cases treated between 1968 and 1978].
Two groups of patients (215 cases) with endometrial cancer were treated between 1968 and 1978 either by a combination of radiotherapy and surgery or by radiotherapy alone. In the first group (99 cases) with a mean age of 59 years, results were very favorable for stage T1 and T2 (49/60, 82%) which confirm other results in the literature. The combination of radiotherapy and surgery comprising external irradiation and intracavitary irradiation prior to total hysterectomy did not appear to increase the number of complications to the urinary or digestive tracts. The second group (116 cases) comprised patients treated exclusively by radiotherapy due to the presence of metastatic disease (74 cases) or excessive local-regional extension (37 cases). The cure rate at 5 years appeared satisfactory for stage T1 (35/54, 65%). The differing results between combined radiotherapy and surgery with methods using radiotherapy alone should be partially corrected to take into account the older average age of the second group (69 years). Failures due to the appearance of metastases were approximately similar in both groups (near 6%); on the other hand, local-regional recurrences were more frequent when radiotherapy alone was used, which accounts for the differing results between the two groups. In the second period (1972 to 1978), the group treated exclusively with radiotherapy benefited from a technique used with cervical cancer: external irradiation followed by intracavitary irradiation with a Fletcher-Suit applicator with results similar to those treated in the first period with intracavitary irradiation.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)